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SUBJECT: ASSIGNMENT OF PHILIPPINE OFFICER TO UNC REAR 

REF: SEOUL 1272 

1 . WE ARE PLEASED WITH THE INDICATIONS REPORTED REFTEL 
THAT THE GOP IS ACTIVELY CONSIDERING ASSIGNMENT OF AN OF 
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FICER TO UNC REAR. AND WE WOULD APPRECIATE CONFIRMATION 
AS SOON AS PRESIDENT MARCOS HAS MADE HIS DECISION. IN 
THE MEANTIME, WE AGREE WITH EMBASSY SEOUL'S VIEW THAT WE 
SHOULD NOT SLACKEN OUR EFFORTS TO SECURE AUSTRALIAN COOPER- 
ATION IN THIS PROBLEM. IF EMBASSY MANILA HAS NO OBJECTION, 

AND AN OPPORTUNITY ARISES, IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO SUPPORT 
THE PHILIPPINE PROPOSAL WITH PRESIDENT MARCOS. 
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2. EARLIER MESSAGES PROVIDING ESSENTIAL BACKGROUND ON 
THIS QUESTION ARE BEING REPEATED TO EMBASSY MANILA. 

3. WE HAD EXPECTED FROM EARLIER INDICATIONS THAT GOA WOULD 
HAVE MADE A DECISION ON THIS ISSUE BY NOW. WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE ANY INDICATION OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THAT 
DIRECTION. VANCE 
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